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NEW BOOKS 


not the scientific aspects of proofs. Now 
such an approach is eminently valuable 
to lay apostles, for their faith and love 
is to be tested daily in the stresses and 
strains of their vocation. The pious de- 
votional life of the past centuries is sim- 
ply not tough-sinewed enough equipment 
to withstand or to conquer the powerful 
forces of the modern world. And, as 
Father Gleason points out, they enter the 
lists not as defenders but as conquerors. 
Christianity, since the permanent victory 
of Christ on the Cross, is a conquering 
force. It is a slow but eternally sure 
battle we fight. The author’s chapters 
entitled “Hope and Fear” and “The 
Work of the Christian” are especially 
meaty. He makes fine use of the latest 
German, French and American theolo- 
gians. Here and there an unsupported or 
unexplained sentence mars the enjoy- 
ment of this book. 

Father Geaney writes in a much 
brisker style because his book is not 
quite so theological. He has a very fresh 
and challenging way of saying quiet, pro- 
found things. He makes what is perennial 
in the Church appear as immediate as 
today’s newspaper. “Whoever is to carry 
the message of Christ to man,” he writes, 
“must gladly bear the stamp of his times. 
He must identify himself with its culture, 
wear its garb, make the aspirations of its 
people his own.” “Young people cannot 
understand why we cling to the out- 
moded forms of a world that has already 
spent itself. Their viewpoint is refresh- 
ingly logical and basically Christian . . . 
because it parallels on a natural level 
the God-orientated virtue of hope.” 

In such a spirit he surveys the Ameri- 
can Church, its problems and its prom- 
ises, the parish, the family, youth and 
the occupational world. This is a stimu- 
lating and provocative book which should 
be read preferably after Father Glea- 
son’s. Action should follow contempla- 
tion, but not in such a way that first we 
pray and then we act. Rather it should 
be like the incense permeating the lit- 
urgical activities of the Mass. This mod- 
ern world needs most a contemplative 
laity in action. 

Rev. ANTHONY S. Woops, S.J. 
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